
SENTENCE TRANSFORMATIONS 13 

 

 

Complete the second sentence using the word in brackets so that it has the same meaning as the first one. 

  

1 Tom had his last drink ten years ago. 

Tom __________________________________________________________________________. (SOBER) 

 

2 She has been studying English since the age of ten. 

She __________________________________________________________________________. (WHEN) 

 

3 She has been looking after her sick sister for ten years.  

She started _____________________________________________________________________. (AGO) 

 

4 Mary has had a YouTube channel since she was fifteen. 

Mary ____________________________________________________________________________. (SET) 

 

5 Tom met Mary when she was a little girl. 

Tom ________________________________________________________________________. (KNOWN) 

 

6 Tom escaped a few minutes ago. 

Tom ___________________________________________________________________________. (JUST) 

 

7 Tom has been a firefighter since 2013.  

Tom _________________________________________________________________________. (BECAME) 

 

8 It started raining on Sunday.  

It _____________________________________________________________________________. (SINCE) 

 

9 Tom last shaved on Monday.  

Tom __________________________________________________________________________. (NOT) 

 

10 Tom has been in prison for three years. 

Tom _____________________________________________________________________. (IMPRISONED) 

 

11 You can't be hungry. You had a snack a few minutes ago.  

You can't be hungry. You ___________________________________________________________. (JUST) 

 

12 I have been in Japan for three years. 

I ____________________________________________________________________________. (CAME) 

 

13 I moved here three years ago. 

I ____________________________________________________________________________. (LIVING)  

 

14 Tom has been studying French for three years. 

Tom _______________________________________________________________________. (STARTED) 

 

15 Tom has been a teacher for three years. 

Tom _________________________________________________________________________. (AGO) 

 

 
Sentences from www.tatoeba.org 

 



KEY 
 

1 Tom had his last drink ten years ago. 

Tom HAS BEEN SOBER FOR TEN YEARS. 

 

2 She has been studying English since the age of ten. 

She STARTED (BEGAN) STUDYING (TO STUDY) ENGLISH WHEN SHE WAS TEN. 

 

3 She has been looking after her sick sister for ten years.  

She started LOOKING (TO LOOK) AFTER HER SICK SISTER TEN YEARS AGO. 

 

4 Mary has had a YouTube channel since she was fifteen. 

Mary SET UP A YOUTUBE CHANNEL WHEN SHE WAS FIFTEEN. 

 

5 Tom met Mary when she was a little girl. 

Tom HAS KNOWN MARY SINCE SHE WAS A LITTLE GIRL. 

 

6 Tom escaped a few minutes ago. 

Tom HAS JUST ESCAPED. 

 

7 Tom has been a firefighter since 2013.  

Tom BECAME A FIREFIGHTER IN 2013. 

 

8 It started raining on Sunday.  

It HAS BEEN RAINING SINCE SUNDAY. 

 

9 Tom last shaved on Monday.  

Tom HASN'T SHAVED SINCE MONDAY. 

 

10 Tom has been in prison for three years. 

Tom WAS (GOT) IMPRISONED THREE YEARS AGO.  

 

11 You can't be hungry. You had a snack a few minutes ago.  

You can't be hungry. You HAVE JUST HAD A SNACK. 

 

12 I have been in Japan for three years. 

I CAME TO JAPAN THREE YEARS AGO. 

 

13 I moved here three years ago. 

I HAVE BEEN LIVING HERE FOR THREE YEARS. 

 

14 Tom has been studying French for three years. 

Tom STARTED (BEGAN) STUDYING (TO STUDY) FRENCH THREE YEARS AGO. 

 

15 Tom has been a teacher for three years. 

Tom BECAME A TEACHER THREE YEARS AGO / STARTED TEACHING (TO TEACH) THREE YEARS AGO / 

BEGAN TEACHING (TO TEACH) THREE YEARS AGO. 


